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 Mention the words “the Cru-
cible at Sheffield” to any 
sports fan and you will get 
an immediate reply “the 
World Snooker Champion-
ship”, for the two have 
become inextricably linked 
over the years.

It was back in 1977 that the 
partnership was first forged  
and it is no coincidence that 
the sport began a long and 
steady rise in popularity 
from that point on.

Today the championship 
is the richest, oldest and 
most important tournament 
in snooker, with a long-frame 
format that lasts a marathon 
17 days, making it one of the 
longest events in all sports. 

And the first frame of that 
marathon begins in the city 
of steel in just 16 days’ time.

 Coming up...  

APRIL
8 FOOTBALL

UEFA Europa League
8-10 HORSE RACING

Grand National meeting, 
Aintree

8-11 GOLF
The Masters, Augusta

8 DARTS
PDC Whyte & Mackay 
Premier League, Glasgow

9 BOXING
European heavyweight 
title fight: Audley Harrison 
v Michael Sprott

9-11 RUGBY UNION
Heineken Cup, Amlin 
Challenge Cup quarter-finals

10 FOOTBALL
FA Cup semi-final: 
Aston Villa v Chelsea

10 ATHLETICS
Grand Prix Internacional en 
Marcha Atletica, Portugal

10-11 DARTS
BDO British International, 
Bridlington

11 FOOTBALL
Premier League: 
Blackburn v Man Utd, 
Man City v Birmingham 
FA Cup semi-final: Fulham/
Tottenham v Portsmouth

13 FOOTBALL
Premier League: 
Chelsea v Bolton

14-15 HORSE RACING
Craven meeting, N’market

 Questions of sport 

 Mike Mellor, MD of Space 

Catering Equipment, lays 

bare his sporting soul

What is your favourite 
sport and why?
Rugby. I played at a 
reasonable level myself 
until I was 35. It’s the 
ultimate team game with 
a role for every shape and 
size of person as well as 
being an incredible 
physical challenge.

Which is your top team?
Now that I’ve stopped 
playing, I support 
Gloucester and go to 

almost every home game, 
where there are some very 
amusing local characters 
who provide useful advice 
to the referee.

Tell us about your 
sporting hero
As a patriot I suppose it 
should really be one of the 
great England players, but 
the player who I’ve most 
admired in recent years is 

actually Welshman Martyn 
Williams. He is an open-side 
flanker, which is where I 
played, and is amazing. He 
seems to be at the heart of 
everything despite not 
being that big, which is 
very unusual these days.
 
Your most memorable 
sporting moment?
A big gang of us went to 
Marseille for the Rugby 
World Cup quarter-finals 
and watched England beat 

Which sporting moment 
are you most looking 
forward to this year?
Next year is a Rugby 
World Cup year, so that 
should be pretty special. 
It’s in New Zealand and I 
would love to get over 
there for some of it. 
Maybe this will be the 
year when England don’t 
choke.
 
What is your favourite 
pub to watch sport in?
The Beehive in 
Cheltenham. It’s pretty 
basic, but great fun.

Finally, any suggestions 
for new Olympic sports?
Rugby, of course. Actually 
the 2012 Olympics will 
include sevens for the 
first time so it will be on 
the menu, albeit in a 
reduced format.

Don’t miss:

Highlight of the first round 
draw could be seven-times 
champion Stephen Hendry’s 
clash with teenage debutant 
Zhang Anda, a truly sensa-
tional player from China.

Another Chinese star, Liang 
Wenbo, could also set the 
tournament alight when he 
lines up against world num-
ber one Ronnie O’Sullivan. 
O’Sullivan beat Wenbo in the 
quarter-finals en route to his 
third world title in 2008.

Defending champion John 
Higgins also faces a stiff first-
round test taking on Barry 
Hawkins, the highest ranked 
of the qualifiers at number 17 
in the world.

Ken Doherty, 1997 cham-
pion, will take on 2007 run-
ner-up Mark Selby, Peter 
Ebdon faces Graeme Dott in 
a repeat of the 2006 final, 
while Steve Davis will be up 
against Mark King. 

 World Championship facts ’n’ stats  
 ■ The Betfred.com World 
Snooker Championship 
starts on 17 April and runs 
until 3 May 
■ A total of 32 players will 
be competing for the title 
■ The winner will land a 
top prize of £250,000 

Next week the focus will be on the London Marathon

■ Youngest player is 
18-year-old Chinese rookie 
Zhang Anda 
■ The oldest player is 
52-year-old six-times 
champion Steve Davis
■ The action will be shown 
on Eurosport and BBC 
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Australia in glorious 
sunshine and then watched 
the French beat New 
Zealand on a big screen in 
the Old Port along with 
about 100,000 locals who 
went absolutely bonkers. 
Both northern hemisphere 
sides were huge underdogs 
and it was great to see 
them both win. All the 
Australian fans had been 
incredibly cocky in the 
morning and they strangely 
disappeared after the game 
— priceless.

What sporting moment 
made you cringe most?
Obviously you get some 
nasty injuries in rugby and 
there is always some 
concern when players don’t 
get up. Danny Cipriani’s 
ankle injury was pretty 
horrific and stands out as 
very cringeworthy.


